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Extensions of the corridor in Nov. 2016 

Following Regulation 913/2010, the 
extensions which have to be 
performed in 2016 are London, 
Amsterdam, Zeebrugge and Marseille 
(Dunkirk, Lille, Liège and Paris are 
already included) 
 
 London: talks are ongoing with 

HS1 to include HS1 line at least as 
alternative route 

 Amsterdam: a market study has to 
be performed to assess its 
necessity, as traffic between 
Amsterdam and the corridor is 
currently very low 
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Main infrastructure improvements 

In 2014 
Belgium:  
 ETCS on Athus Meuse, following the deployment on the sections 

Dinant – Namur, Anseremmes – Jambes and Duffel – Mortsel 
 the Liefkenshoek Rail Link 

Luxembourg: ETCS between Luxembourg and Kleinbettingen 
(Belgium border section), with new signalling boxes. Therefore all 
the sections of the corridor are now equipped 

France: the 3rd track between Strasbourg and Vandenheim, 
including traffic control center renewal 

Switzerland: ETCS on the first part of the Saint-Louis – Basel 
section (the St Johann area) with Baseline 3 Level 1 Limited 
Supervision 
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Main infrastructure improvements 

In 2015/2016 for ERTMS deployment  (forecast) 
The Netherlands: start of a pre-study phase in 2015 to equip the 
section Kijfhoek (Port of Rotterdam) – Roosendaal (Belgium border) 
by 2020 

Belgium:  finalisation of the section Namur – Antwerp in 2015. The 
cross border sections between Athus and the Luxembourg & French 
borders will be operational in 2016 

Luxembourg: complete homologation for 2016 

France: two pilot sites at the Luxembourg and Belgium borders in 
service first quarter 2016. The Longuyon-Basel section will then be 
equipped gradually until end 2019 

Switzerland: equipment of the route between St Johann and 
Muttenz with Level 1 Limited Supervision in 2015 and commercial 
service in 2016 
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Cooperation with RFCs 
 

A common 

declaration was 

signed end 2014 for 

the cooperation of 

RFCs to facilitate the 

RFC network 
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Cooperation with other corridors 

An extensive and operational international 
coordination of corridors 

 RFC Talks : quarterly meetings with RFCs MD & Presidents 

 RNE RFC High Level Meeting: quarterly meetings between RNE 
& RFCs for the follow-up of the on-going projects 

 Working groups from RNE 

 Expression of needs for capacity coordinated between RFC 
North Sea - Med, Atlantic & Med 

 Coordinated contacts of RFC with EC and national ministries 
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State of play of the RAG working groups (1) 

 Infrastructure upgrade (Loading gauge) 
 

State of play: the market’s needs have been further assessed and 
more specifically the needs analysed in terms of loading gauge of 
combined transport operators and rolling highways. 

 

Conclusions: see presentation 

 

Next steps: see presentation  
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State of play of the RAG working groups (3  

 Competitiveness of RFC North Sea - Med 
State of play:  
Conclusions of the WG presented at last RAG meeting: 
Costs for RU are roughly comparable on RFC Rhine Alpine  & RFC 
North Sea - Med 

Conclusions:WG concluded that paths costs are not the main 
obstacle. The main issue is the higher number of signalling systems 
on RFC North Sea - Med compared to RFC Rhine Alpine 

Next steps: the WG is closed 
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State of play of the RAG working groups (3) 

 Light cross acceptance 

State of play:Light cross acceptance already exists in the countries of 
our corridor 

Conclusions:Light cross acceptance is not really a solution as far as 
the station right after the border pint is not a hub used by the RU. 
ETCS seems to be the best solution for the long term 

Next steps: Roosendaal detailled study to be planned 
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State of play of the RAG working groups 

 Coordination of works 

State of play: 

- Ongoing process to coordination major works on the corridor 

- Publication can be fine tuned 

Conclusions: RUs agreed to consider Athus-Meuse and Artère Nord 
Est as alternative routes  

Next steps: WG activated on demand 
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Outcomes of the ECCO/RNE meeting of 
27 April 2015 

 Common RAG meetings will be organised on subjects of common 
interest, besides corridor RAG meetings for subjects of 
geographical interest 

 The first Common RAG meeting will take place at the side of the 
RNE business conference of December 2015  

 RNE is not willing to create new RU/IM working groups, but 
prefers to invite RUs to IM/Corridor working groups when 
necessary   
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Contact 

oss@rfc2.eu 
www.rfc-northsea-med.eu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sole responsibility of this publication lies with the author.  
The European Union is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained there in. 
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